
S umeria was followed by many great 

civilization such as the Akkadian empire, 

Babylonia and Assyria. The Akkadian 

empire was famous for their advancements 

in arithmetics, geometry, unification of 

units of measurements, creation of decimal 

system, invention of the abacus, publicly 

owned postal services and the introduction 

of precious metal tender. Even though 

their scientific advances greatly assisted 

the development of modern civilization, 

the Akkadians were eager to conquer and 

wage wars against their neighbours. 

Babylonians on the other hand were eager 

to manage their own people by creating 

the worlds first code of law, ”Hammurabi’s 

code”. They were great scientists and 

mathematicians who pioneered in 

chemistry and geometry while also 

concentrating on the improvement of 

public services. In order to support their 

growing population and keep up with the 

demand for agriculture they had to create 

complex irrigation systems. Religion was 

very important to all ancient 

Mesopotamian civilizations. Assyrians 

practiced Ashurism first and later 

Christianity making them the worlds first 

Christian state. They abolished slavery and 

relied on local labour. Their greatest feat 

was the great library of Nineveh which 

gave us an insight to ancient cultures and 

is a key to understanding ancient 

languages.  
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F rom about 6000 B.C small settlements 

on the edges of the marshes where the 

Tigris and the Euphrates reach the Persian 

Gulf, grew into cities and started what is 

now known as the Ubaid period. The 

civilization of the Ubaid period is 

accredited with the Invention of the 

Wheel, megalithic buildings, large scale 

farming, Birthplace of Abrahamic religions, 

temples and public architecture. Since they 

were a Neolithic to Chalcolithic culture, 

they did not need a writing system, 

however, they had symbols for basic 

everyday objects that they would use for 

book keeping. 

Mesopotamia in the Ubaid period did not 

have large metropolitan cities so the need 

for a unified writing system was not strong 

enough to create a written language .  The 

larger the villages grew the more the need 

for a centralized government grew. The 

villages grew around temples which made 

them the main meeting points for 

communities. Not much is known about 

this early period but they paved the way 

for future civilizations 

O nce the villages grew into larger 

settlements, the need for leadership and 

government was unavoidable. The largest 

city, Uruk, held as many as 80 000 residents 

in a concentrated area surrounded by a 

large city wall. Sumerian legend speaks of 

Gilgamesh building the wall and expanding 

the empire by conquest. This area is 

referred to as the Uruk period. It is 

different from the Ubaid period in that it 

had full time bureaucracy and a more 

stratified society. Education was no more a 

private matter and soon, the first schools 

for scribes. Even though they did not 

invent writing yet, there was a demand for 

book keeping.  

The surplus in agriculture and the 

concentrated population in the cities 

facilitated the growth of trade routes and 

the specialization of crafts.  Tradesmen 

were able to focus of their trade and rely on 

markets for their supply of food and 

material. With this revolution of trade, 

other areas of city life 

were able to improve 

and support  necessary 

life qualities which 

would enable the 

development of 

education, sewage 

systems, and irrigation 

systems.  
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T he first truly large culture which is 

accredited with being the cradle of civilization 

is Sumer which first emerged in 4000 B.C. Like 

the Ubaid and Uruk periods, Sumeria was 

discovered by archaeologists and was not part 

in living memory or oral traditions. 

Babylonians and Assyrians recorded their 

legends of ancient people and that is how 

archaeologists first were able to class ancient 

artefacts found in the ancient ruins of Sumer. 

The Sumerians were mysterious and artistic 

people who valued poetry, music and trade 

relations. With their advances in transport, 

Sumerians travelled to far away cities and 

exported many 

aspects of their 

culture such as 

their lunisolar 

calendar, 

sexagesimal 

numeration. 

Astronomy. 

Gods and even 

trivial things such as board games. The 

implemented education and attempted to 

eliminate illiteracy. They wrote great literacy 

treasures such as The Epic of Gilgamesh and 

Ishtars descent to the underworld.  


